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& &
ﬁ:“‘ Some Transition Year students partake in weekly visits to various gnotls our local ﬁ:e.
™ Community. o~
ei‘ eﬁ:
«:}; EveryWednesdaya number of students visit Valley View, a local centre for the intellectually «‘;
:E. challenged. Others visit DuAvon every Monday which is a centre fdrygically and intellectually ﬁ:e.
qi‘ challenged people. Every Friday afternoon a group of studmit$St. Comandés Hospit al p}:
“g. with the sick and the elderly. TY students involVedk forwardto theirweekly visits and the “E.
¢ Lo . . . . . .. . . ¢
Iy activities involvel includingplaying board games, computers, bakigd painting playing musical Iy
« instruments or just simplyaving a chat. «
o o
t} Every Tuesdaya group of students from our local Centre for Autizased in Wicklow Townwisit ﬁ}
oy the school to engage in some activities with a group ostlidentsEachweek they play sports, Iy
‘&:, computers or challenge each other gatdl gameompetitions. '1:%,
¢ ¢
ﬁ:fa Rotary Competition ﬁ:a
Y Y
«i‘ Twenty five students entered into the Rotary Cooking Competition from Avondale Community «i
‘;E. College thisyear. The studd s had a dndihddtedeatedthrag tobrse meal. TWo ‘;}.
o studentsCraig Curley and Aaron Vahijk, came joint first in this part of the competition. Thégn o~
«‘Z progressedo the fnals in Cdéiste Cill Mhantén in Wicklow. Aaroncame second in thisund of the ﬁ‘Z
ﬁ} competitionhaving narrowly lost by one point whi@raigd sienu has now been submitted to the ﬁ}
'y head office in Cork and hopefully will be chosen to advance to the National final in Feb@iary "
o~ o~
“} Visit from Swedish Sidents ‘;:a
£

- _ " v
fg@ 43 studentaind 4 teacherérom Hersby Upper Secondary Schoelar Stockholm in Swedefsited E@
ei Avondale Community Collegas parf a proposed school exchange projétiey were given a tour ai
z} of the school ¥ a groupof TY studentsThey were informe@bout school life by members of the ﬁ%
« public speaking team . They were treated pedomance by Avondale Community Collé€ge i«
“;:, Traditional music grup and Irish dancers. Finally thplayed inGAA and hurling matches with our 'f:@,
E-@ TY studentsn the sports hall ﬁe
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Kickboxing

Alan Ellis, a local self defence expert held a kickboxing and self detéase once a wedkis term
Here the groupveretaught how to kickbox while incorporating some self defence moves.

Computer Installation

Under the guidance of Mrs Kellehergroup of TY students have gained great computer experience
this termby assistingwith the installation o brandnew set of computers into the schools computers
rooms.

Fire Safety Awarenes

Two members of the local Firedpartment in RathdrunPeter Kelly and Alan Kearrsame to our
school to t ditelsafetyad preYedti®m asamellcasi the risks involvedheyalso spoke
abouttheir role inresponéhg toroad accidentand the devastating consequeritey have for
people

Climb Kili manjaro

Experienced climbeand adventuretan McKeever visitedAvondale Community College to speak to
TY and other interested studematsout aonce in a life time opportunity to climilimanjaro for

charity next summer. He outlined the commitment involved including fundraasidtfaining. It is
alsoa fantastic opportunitior students to raise money for a charity of their choice. A number of TY
students haveincecommitted to this challenge next year.

Organic Gardening

Suzie Cahpa local Gardeningxperthas been visiting ourYs in order to educate a groapkeen
gardenersboutthe merits of OrganiGardening. So far students have harvested/lasta r 6 s
vegetables and have cadieutcome work on the pond. The grdapk forward toplanting their own
vegetables irspring

Dats

(Different Aptitude Tests). These tests were hbldMs Lillis to find out the aptitudef each student
as well as whatareers may be suited to them

Mental Health

Michael Noble from Mental Health Ireland caneespeak to all TYstudents. He spoke about the
different types of health. Concentrating on mental hesitlients looked at issues including mental
illness, stigma, and how attitudes candhnanged towards mental health.

Dental Hygiene

Ms. Eimear Nesbitt, the countyygienist gave an informative talk on the importarafdooking after
your teeth.She showed studerit®w to clean theiteeth properly and whas good practice for dental
hygiene She also spoke abt a variety of mouth diseases.
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A presentefrom Raidié Ri R4 Irelangaid a visit to all Transition Year students to talk to them about
Irish andwhatthe Irish language meaisthe Irish peopleHe alsadiscussed the merits bfsh as a
compulsory subject.
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Work Experience

e R

Duringtheweek of24™ i 28" of Octoberall students were out aheir first phasef work experience
The students had targaniseheir own work placements ia careerarea that thepad an interesin.
Employers were then contactd@oughout theveek by Ms Gahaor Ms Smyth through visit or a
phone call. @ return to schoohe students then completadeport on their experiences and also give
an oral presentation class.
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StVi n c &ospitél €areers Day

Some of the students were fortunai@tendSt.V i n ¢ é&lospitél svhere lectures were held
outlining thedifferent careertn healthcareand what is involved in these various jobs

Self Help

A representative of @icern, an Irish Aid organisatiaisited Trans 3 as part of their Development
Education Module. He outlined the work of thiganiationand answered any questionsth¢ ud e n t
hadin relation to the work of Aid groups abroad.

72}

Climate Ghange

A full day workshop on climate changesorganised for all students in November. Here students
learned abouthe causes and consequencediofate change on a local and global scale

| mproving tuitEnvisemert ol 6s B

Students have been involved in a number of painting projeais@itheschool. The purpose of this
wasto brighten up the place while aleducating the studentisroughout the school'he projects
involved painting a map of Irelards Gaelige a map of the world, the foqa/ramid,the school
crestand mission statement

Photography

A groupof aspiring young photographers havéwueered to be part of the TY Photo Committee.
The group of volunteers are responsible for takihgtosof all TY events that take plactllowed
by uploading and editing on our computer system. Thhs&oscan then be accessed bystilldents
in the year.

Newgrange

In November students visited the national heritageNewgrange as part of their Culturati@ies
module.Prior to the visit students were given informatiabout the site. On the day of the tujpon
arrival at Newgrange the students got the chance to look around the visitors centre and a brief video
was show. The students we then driven to thBlewgrangesite. A tou guide delivered an
informative talk before entering the ancisite.
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Pottery Workshop

ThePottery Workshopvas a day long projethatwasheld in the Art roomThe Instructor was
Christien Van Busdgea local ceramic artist frorAughrim. Students hatthe opportunityto use
different clay techniques including the use of the new electric pottery whektsteaditional kick
wheel. The studentsadeand customistta mug from clay andesigned &owl on the wheel. This
was a great opportunity for our dents to use the nepottery facilities in the ArDepartment.
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Trip to IT Carlow

All studentswent on a trip tcCarlow IT open dayA welcome lecturevasheld when they arrived and
throughot the daythere were various differefectures availableutlining thecourses on offer in the
college
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Mini- Company '

For this termTrans3 wereseparated into two groups to form maumpanies. After much
deliberation,one®m deci ded t oT hcaatl dls ttahhefends®, | wehitled G the t h e eéb t h
name OFI| ava <<Tanpanié had Browedks tondome up with an enterprise idea to market ﬁ:
and sell a product or service. Before this could happen, the team members of each group were glvenﬂ

specific roles such as Chief Executive Officer (CEO), RirerController, Sales and Marketing ei

Manager, Health and Safety Officer, Production Managemaaity more. Both Mini companies ran ';:%.

for one week during Enterprise week where they hall box knnect tournaments and the sale of Q’:

smoothies. A profit was mads both companies. 03,
¢

Wild and Slow P

«

Our students artne latest enthusiasts to embrace the age old tradition of foraging for wild foods and @
transforming it into feasts fit for kingBy way of preparation for the Wild and Slow Winterfest, the f’
21 TY participats tapped into the enthusiasm and expertise of Brook Lodge personnel Evan, Valerie, ;&
Tim and Mary on a journey which has taken them foraging for traditional wild fruit in the local woods ﬁ‘}t
and hedgerowsThe excitement of young entrepreneurs was palpalitegsvatched paple spilling ﬁ:a
into the marketiad ambling towards their stall. As day waned into evening the last of the produce for
sale was illuminated by tH@es from the braziersThe TY students were delighted to have the L

opportunity to participata the event. o
Chuan Mhuire )

Two Volunteers from Chuan Mhuire, a centre for addiction came to talk to the students about the ﬂ
various types of addiction and the devastating consequences of hadddiction. One recovering «w
addict described his life as an alcoholic while another other described how he had become a gambleﬂ‘:
and the effect that it had on his life. ««?

GAA Coach Training &

Sporting Enthusiasts got the opportunity to undergo some GAA caanmy under the guidance of
LeightonGlynn. Students who pass the final exari becomequalified GAA coacks "






